
Minor	Pentatonic	&	Blues-	The	Five	Box	Shapes

 #1 Box

1

4

33

111

4

2

4

1 1

3

4

root notes 

#

blue notes (b5)

fingering to utilize

Now we will add one note to the minor pentatonic scale and turn it into the six-note blues scale. Pentatonic & 
Blues scales are the most commonly used scales in most genres of music. 

We can add the flat 5, (b5), or blue note to the pentatonic scale, making it a six-note scale called the Blues 
Scale. That b5, or blue note, adds a lot of tension and color to the scale. These are “must-know” scales 
especially for blues and rock so be sure to memorize them and add them to your soloing repertoire. 

Most of the time when soloing with minor pentatonic scales you can also use the blues scale. To be safe, at 
first, use the blue note more in passing for color, don’t hang on it too long. Hanging on that flat five too long 
can sound a bit dissonant. It’s a great note though, so experiment with it and let your ear guide you. 

The five box shapes illustrated below cover the entire neck. These five positions are the architecture to build 
licks and runs as well as to connect into longer expanded scales. To work freely across the entire neck you 
will want to memorize all five positions as well as the two expanded scales illustrated on the next page.

These scale shapes are moveable. The key is determined by the root notes illustrated in black. If you want to 
solo in G minor pentatonic play box #1 using your first finger starting at the 3rd fret on the low E-string and 
play the shape from there. Third fret low-E string is a G note. That makes the scale a G minor pentatonic & 
blues scale consisting of the notes G, Bb, C, Db, D, and F. 

Remember that along with memorizing the scale shapes it is also critical to know what notes you are playing. 
Too often, guitarists memorize only shapes and forget what notes they are actually playing. Don’t just learn 
scale shapes, take the time to also learn the notes. 

To avoid getting stuck in one position be sure to learn ALL the positions and practice them in different keys. 
Use the blue notes in passing, resolve often to the root notes, and land on strong chord tones.
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 Minor Pentatonic & 
Blues Expanded II Scale:
(combines box  shapes #3,#4,#5)

 Minor Pentatonic & 
Blues Expanded I Scale:

(combines box shapes #5,#1,#2 )
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Same principle applies to finding 
the expanded scales in the 
proper key. To play these scales 
in G minor, first find the G notes.

To play the expanded I scale in 
the key of G minor, start with 
your third finger on the 3rd fret of 
the low E-string and play the 
shape. Third fret low E-string is a 
G note. 

To play the expanded II scale in 
G minor, start with your third 
finger on the 10th fret of the A-
string and play the shape. Fret 
ten on the A-string is a G note. 

To locate these scales fast find 
the low root note. The expanded 
I uses 3rd finger root on the low 
E-string and the expanded II 
uses 3rd finger root on the A-
string. 

Find the root notes and blast 
away from there - enjoy!

Let’s build on the minor pentatonic & blues scale that you learned in the previous lesson. Now we will expand 
the scale two frets in each direction thus combining three box shapes and doubling the playing area. These 
expanded scales will get you playing ACROSS the neck and eliminate being “stuck in the box”.

We are still going to play the same six-note scale. However, the expanded scales exude a much more fluid 
sound that set up additional lick opportunities. You certainly want to have all the box patterns within your 
grasp, but these expanded scales really open the pathways and guitar avenues. You will utilize these 
expanded scales all the time, they are invaluable.

Illustrated below you can see part of three box patterns encapsulated within each longer shape. The shape is 
expanded two frets in each direction combining three adjacent boxes. The expanded I scale combines boxes 
5, 1, and 2 while the expanded II scale combines boxes 3, 4, and 5.  

These expanded blues scales double the fret span of the box patterns. Practice these in different keys over 
the jam tracks and add them to your practice regimen.     

Like the box patterns these expanded scales are moveable with the root note determining the key.
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